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sore a difficulty for which no remedy can be discovered.
Yet, while the current administration of affairs may be car-
ried on by bailiffs of the wealthy and well-to-do, and pri-
marily in their interest, it remains true that in point of
popular sentiment the sovereignty vests collectively in the
common man; and it will scarcely be questioned that if
brought to a sufficiently sharp test, this popular sentiment
would stubbornly assert its paramount dominion.
Partial and incomplete as this shift to popular autonomy
proves to have been in the English-speaking nations, it has
taken some centuries of experience to carry the community
from a position comparable to that occupied by the Ger-
mans at the formation of the Empire to the compromise
in force among these peoples today. This growth of free
institutions and insubordination, such as it is, has apparently
come partly of the positive discipline in mechanistic habits
of thought given by the modern industrial arts, but partly
also as a reassertion of the hereditary anarchistic bent of
this population in the absence of duly rigorous circumstances
going to enforce a scheme of coercion and loyalty. The net
outcome may be rated as a gain or a loss, according as one
5s inclined to see it. But it is an outcome of the working of
the modern industrial system, and if it is to be rated as an
infirmity it is also to be accepted as one of the concomitants
of that system, inseparable from it in the long run because
it is made of the same substance as this technological system.
It is this "long run" that is still wanting in the German
case, and it must necessarily be all the longer a run for the
care taken fay the Imperial State to prevent such an outcome.
Meantime the Imperial State has come into the usufruct of